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Papers read before the Society . 


On the Orbit of 70 Ophiuchi. Mr. E. Powell. 

On the Resistance of an Ethereal Medium, &c. M. 
Angstrom. 

Observations of Comet IY. 1854. Mr. Hind. 

On the Difference of Longitude between Brussels and 
Greenwich, as ascertained by Galvanic Signals. The 
Astronomer Royal. 

On a Method of finding Greenwich Mean Time at Sea. 
M. Riimker. 

Extract of a Letter from Prof. Secchi. 

Discovery of a new Planet. M. Goldschmidt. 

Do. Do. M. Chacornac. 

Account of Observatory and Observations of Satellite of 
Neptune, Mr. Lassell. 

Notes on Chinese Astronomy. Mr. Williams. 

On the Figure of the Moon. M. Hansen. 

On the Construction of Lunar Tables. M. Hansen. 

On the Eclipse of Nov. 30, 1853. Capt. Shea. 

On a new Eye-piece for Solar Observations. Mr. Hodgson. 
Dec. 8. On the Orbit of a Centauri. Mr. E. B. Powell. 

Investigation of Foucault’s Pendulum Experiments. 
Lieut. Ashe. 

On Shepherd’s Galvano-Magnetic Regulator. Mr. Ellis. 
Telescopic Appearance of Venus at Inferior Conjunction. 
Dr. Drew. 

On the Origin of the Attempts to deduce Invariable 
Standards of Measure from Physical Principles. Mr. 
Grant. 

On the Satellites of Neptune, Mr. Hind. 

On the Satellites and Mass of Uranus, Mr. Hind. 

Note respecting the Pendulum Experiment. The Astro¬ 
nomer Royal. 

On a Phenomenon relating to the Hill of Santa Lucia. 
Dr. Moesta. 

1855. 

Jan. 12. On Rating Chronometers by Lunars. Capt. Toynbee. 

On the Orbit of cr Coronce Borealis, Mr. E. B. Powell. 
Observations of Zodiacal Light. Mr. Burr. 

On the Telescopic Appearance of Saturn, Rev. W. R. 
Dawes. 


List of Public Institutions and of Persons who have contributed 
to the Society's Library , Sfc. since the last Anniversary, 

Her Majesty’s Government. 

Royal Society of London. 

Royal Society of Edinburgh. 

Royal Geographical Society. 

Royal Asiatic Society. 

Royal Institution. 
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Royal Irish Academy. 

Geological Society. 

Linnean Society. 

Society of Arts. 

The Photographic Society. 

Cambridge Philosophical Society. 

The Philosophical Society, Liverpool. 

The Philosophical Society, Manchester. 

British Association. 

University College, London. 

Institute of Actuaries. 

Corporation of Glasgow. 

Hon. East India Company. 

The Registrar-General. 

The Superintendent of the Nautical Almanac. 

The Radcliffe Trustees. 

L’Academie National des Sciences de Tlnstitut de France. 
L’Academie des Sciences de Dijon. 

Societe des Antiquaires de Picardie. 

Royal Academy of Munich. 

Royal Academy of Berlin. 

Royal Academy of Brussels. 

Royal Academy of Gottingen. 

Royal Academy of Madrid. 

The Society at Genoa. 

The Academy of Science, Naples. 

The American Philosophical Society. 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

The Smithsonian Institution. 

The Franklin Institute. 

The National Observatory, Washington. 

The Observatory at Brussels. 

The Observatory at San Fernando. 

The Editor of the Athenaeum Journal. 

The Editor of the Literary Gazette. 


J. C. Adams, Esq. 

G. B. Airy, Esq. 

C. Babbage, Esq. 

Prof. A. D. Bache. 
Admiral Sir F. Beaufort. 
Jas. Bedford, Esq., Ph. D. 
W. Brown, Esq. 

Sig. Carlini. 

Rev. Prof. Challis. 

M. Daussy. 

Prof. De Morgan. 

S. M. Drach, Esq. 

Dr. Drew. 

Prof. Encke. 


M. Faye. 

M. Gautier. 

Dr. B. A. Gould. 
R. Grant, Esq. 

W. Gray, Esq. 

M. Grunert. 

J. Herapath, Esq. 
Luke Howard, Esq. 
Capt. Jacob. 

Dr. Lee. 

M. Liouville. 

M. Yon Littrow. 
L’Abbe Moigno. 
Don C. Moesta. 
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Mr. Airy’s Address 


Dr. Peters. 

M. Plantamour. 

W. Pole, Esq. 

Prof. Quetelet. 

Lieut. H. Paper. 

W. Rathbone, Esq. 

M. Reslhuber. 

Capt. Shadwell. 

' Rev. R. Sheepshanks. 
J. J. Sylvester, Esq. 


Thos. Tate, Esq. 

R. Taylor, Esq. 

Sir W. C. Trevelyan. 
M. Villarceau. 

H. Warburton, Esq. 

J. A. Welton, Esq. 

T. T. Wilkinson, Esq. 
Lord Wrottesley. 

Mr. J. Williams. 


Address delivered by the President , G. B. Airy , Esq. F.R.S ., 

Astronomer Royal , on presenting the Medal of the Sdciety 

to the Rev . William Rutter Dawes. 

I have now to state to you, Gentlemen, that the Council have 
this year awarded the Medal of the Society to the Rev. William 
Rutter Dawes for his various astronomical works; and I take the 
opportunity of accompanying this statement with the following 
remarks. 

A science so extensive as ours will necessarily present for the 
consideration of the Council, in the adjudication of the Medal, 
subjects of very different classes. We have sometimes to examine 
the difficult mathematical investigations of gravitational astro¬ 
nomy, and sometimes the less profound, though more bulky, cal¬ 
culations connected with the ordinary conduct of an observatory. 
.We must sometimes balance the formal and dry labour of meri¬ 
dional observations against the less regular, but more interesting, 
work of extrameridional and micrometrical investigation. We 
must not estimate lightly the successful inventor of astronomical 
instruments; still less must we omit to recognise, in a science 
where everything depends on the connexion of past, present, 
and future, the important services of the literary astronomer. 
Finally, while we may sometimes hold ourselves bound to consider 
a single work of short duration, but of great merit, as demanding 
our best acknowledgment; in other cases we are equally required 
to extend our view over a long series of years, and to appreciate 
the duration as well as the specific excellence of an astronomer’s 
labours. Thus it will usually happen that the subjects to which 
our Medals are adjudged, in the course of several successive years, 
have little similarity in their character or extent. The subject of 
the present medal differs in some respects from any which has 
been brought before you for a considerable time. 

Mr. Dawes has been known for nearly a quarter of a century 
as a zealous private cultivator of astronomy, by extra-meridional 
and micrometrical observations. Distinguished as Mr. Dawes has 
been by an extraordinary acuteness of vision, and by a habitual, 
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